James Thomas "J.T." Simmons
(Lebanon)
June 17, 1933 - May 18, 2019

James Thomas Simmons, son of Elmer and Lois Pearce Simmons, was born June 17,
1933, near Grovespring, Missouri. He departed this life Saturday, May 18, 2019, in
Missouri Veterans Home, in St. James, Missouri, at the age of eighty-five years, eleven
months, and one day.
On September 5, 1953, he was united in marriage to Algeria Sally Claxton, and to this
union three daughters and one son were born.
He was preceded in death by his parents; two brothers, Claude and Newell Simmons; and
two sisters, Ruby Nelson, and Chlorine Simmons.
James is survived by his loving wife of sixty-five years, Sally, of the home; three
daughters, Debra Vaughn Jones, and her husband, Dale, of Ozark, Missouri, Mary
Jordan, and her husband, Wallace, of Marshfield, Missouri, and Susan Starnes, and her
husband, Troy, of Lebanon, Missouri; a son, James Simmons, and his wife, Tammy, of
Lebanon, Missouri; a number of grandchildren and great-grandchildren; a brother, Clyde
Simmons, and his wife, Melba, of Lebanon, Missouri; several nieces and nephews; as well
as a host of other relatives and friends.
He was born and raised in the Grovespring community, and then joined the military as a
young man. He served his country faithfully in the United States Army and was stationed
in Korea and Okinawa. Once he received his honorable discharge, he returned to the
Lebanon area and he and Sally purchased a farm and established Sunny Knoll Poultry
Farm which they operated for a number of years. Later, they made their home on the Lake
of the Ozarks for twenty years before returning to Lebanon.
James had attended Gardner Freewill Baptist Church, where he served as a deacon.
He liked working on the farm and also did carpentry work. He enjoyed being on the Lake
and liked spending time with his family. He loved his family dearly and especially enjoyed
his grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
James was a loving husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, brother, uncle, and
was a caring neighbor and friend. We celebrate his life and know that his family and
friends will treasure the wonderful memories he made for them during his eighty-five
years.

Memorial to O'Dell Cemetery or Gardner FW Baptist Church

Cemetery

Events

McBride Cemetery

MAY

Anthony Rd.

21

Lebanon, MO, 65536

Visitation

06:00PM - 07:30PM

Holman-Howe Funeral Homes Lebanon
320 S. Adams Ave, Lebanon, MO, US, 65536

MAY
22

Service

11:00AM

Holman-Howe Funeral Homes Lebanon
320 S. Adams Ave, Lebanon, MO, US, 65536

Comments

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of James Thomas "J.T." Simmons
(Lebanon).

May 21 at 08:34 AM

“

James & Tammy, so sorry for your loss, our thoughts and prayers are with you all.

Bill & Peggy Starnes - May 20 at 09:40 AM

“

James, sorry to hear of your Dad's passing. You and your family are in our prayers.

Bobby&Laquitta Pulley - May 20 at 12:42 AM

“

Simmons family,
Sympathy & condolences for all the family. You are in our thoughts & prayers.
I remember J.T. driving the street sweeper for the city years ago. I always enjoyed
talking to him.
Joe & Terry Majerak

Joe Majerak - May 19 at 09:34 PM

“

JT & Sally’s friendship & love when Darrell was sick; faithfully visiting & bringing food.
Taking me to church with them after Darrell’s death. JT will be missed by all who
knew him. Prayers for Sally.

Patricia Jones - May 19 at 06:13 PM

